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           The seamless garment of pro-life issues are many. They include our Catholic stance 
against abortion, euthanasia, the death penalty, war, racism, anti-Semitism, sexism, 
poverty, human trafficking, arms trafficking, nuclear armaments, protection of our 
environment, and much more. The fact that our nation, with the Roe-Wade Supreme Court 
decision of 1973 permits abortion is a tragic blight on our history. Since that horrific 
decision an estimated 58 million abortions (National Right to Life estimate) have stolen 
lives in the US due to the most liberal abortion law in the world.  
     The right to life is primary. But there are other rights that the church strives to protect. 
When he addressed the U.N. General Assembly in 1979, Pope, now St. John Paul II listed 
some of them. This roll call includes moral rights that we hope and pray will be turned into 
legal rights in all parts of the world. They include the right to life, to liberty, to security, to 
food, clothing, and shelter. We believe in the right to universal healthcare. Every human 
being has a right to have leisure and recreation. 
       The Pope went on to include freedoms of expression (think of our own USA freedoms 
of religion, speech, and the press), education, and culture, thought, conscience, and 
religion. Every human being has the right, John Paul said to a state of life, to found a 
family, and enjoy all the conditions needed for family life. Everyone has the right to work, 
and proper working conditions, and a just wage. People around the world have the right to 
participate in the political process, and to vote for a candidate of their choosing in a 
representative government. So many millions suffer under dictatorships and totalitarian 
regimes. 
       Every human being has the right to migrate when their rights are being violated; and 
they are enduring persecution. Think of Pope Francis, early in his papacy going to the 
island of Lampedusa off the coast of Italy to intervene on behalf of the thousands who have 
drowned in the Mediterranean seeking refuge from persecution and poverty in the north of 
Africa. Pope Francis has focused consistently on the plight of refugees fleeing violence and 
persecution; and urged nations to develop a fair and just immigration policy. 
     We believe that these human rights are to be protected and promoted. The Bill of Rights 
in our own Constitution mirrors much of Catholic teaching on human rights. The concern 
of many of the states was for protection of individual liberties. The Declaration of 
Independence, echoing Judeo-Christian principles, make clear that all people are “created 
equal” and born with God-given inalienable rights. 
     The foundation of all ‘rights talk’ is the dignity of the human person made in the image 
and likeness of God. Since God has become one of us, fully human as well as fully divine, all 
human beings have been made sacred. As human beings we are sharers in God’s divine life 
through Jesus Christ. The Christmas message has powerful ramifications.  
      All human beings, means all human beings. For our founding fathers, the message had 
limits. All human beings meant male human beings, and white human beings. As a nation 
we have grown in our understanding of the evil of slavery and racism. More growth awaits 
us as a nation. Similarly, our church too has evolved under the inspiration of the Holy 
Spirit. Church doctrine is not static, but dynamic. 
      The US Catholic Church was not exempt from racism. The first black priests in the 
United States were three siblings; James, Francis and Sherwood Healy. They were all the 
slave offspring of a slaveholder in Georgia. They did not identify with fellow African-



Americans because of their biracial history. They were acceptable in the white world. 
Patrick had the lightest complexion and became president of Georgetown University. 
James was the first black bishop in the United States. “Most of the private Catholic schools 
in the United States… were closed to African American students until the 1960s.” (Cyprian 
Davis, OSB. “African-American Catholics”) 
       In the 19th century, and before the Civil War, Black American Catholic men were 
rejected for priesthood on the grounds that American Catholics- white Catholics- wouldn’t 
accept a black priest! 
      The church has indeed changed for the better. The church is always in need of 
reformation, because the people that are part of the body of Christ are sinners; and in 
constant need of the grace and mercy of God. 
 
Peace, Father Bruce 
 


